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“Over the last two decades, development has become a major theme in the theological 

field. Both nationally and internationally, development studies have become part of the 

theological discourse” (Klaassen, 2013). This has, however, not necessarily been the case in 

Africa. Although Africa ranks highest in the regions of the world in need of development, 

from a scholarly perspective it has often been the object of research and of testing 

development theories developed in other regions of the world (particularly in Europe and 

the USA). There exists a dire need for theologizing on development from the African 

continent by African scholars themselves and African theological training institutions, their 

teaching staff and students should be at the forefront of this endeavour. 

In light of NetACT Africa’s aim to promote tertiary theological education in sub-Saharan 

Africa, to empower students and academics in the field of theology and to stimulate high-

quality theological research on the continent, the Network has embarked on its latest three-

year research project. As in the past and in the wake of the completion of its previous three-

year project, which focussed on the challenge of gender justice and equality on our 

continent (as the one before that focussed on the challenge of HIV and AIDS), the Network 

has identified as its theme for the next three years that of theology and community 

development.  

As in the past, the research project has similar aims: first of all to conduct a series of three 

workshops over the next three years. These workshops aim at bringing together scholars 

with a common interest in or specializing in theology and community development, as well 

as issues such as equality and social justice in their relationship with the field of theology 

community development. Representatives of all four NetACT networks and their respective 

member institutions are invited to attend the workshops.1 At the workshop papers will be 

                                                             
1 As in the past, the July 2016 meeting will also serve as the opportunity for NetACT Africa and the 
individual networks to conduct their Annual General Meetings (AGMs). Time for these will be 
allotted in the programme. For this reason it will be ideal if each member institution be represented 
at SPU by both the scholar who will participate in the research project as well as the head of the 
partner institution/person who represents the member institution with regard to network matters 
(if these persons are not the same). With regard to this, please remember also that members will be 
responsible for their own travelling expenses to Nairobi, but that conference, accommodation or 
meals will be sponsored by the NetACT Africa office. 
Furthermore, a new feature of the July 2016 meeting will also be a networking day, sponsored by 
one of our associate members, Biblica. This will be a day during which the services and activities of 
our associates will be presented to the networks and will be an ideal opportunity to familiarise 
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presented by delegates which will be discussed by attendees, which will include specialists 

in the field. The workshops are also aimed to promote knowledge of and skills in practicing 

theology and community development making them important opportunities to share with 

and to learn from others in the field and in different contexts across Africa.  

During the workshops participants will be offered guidance and will be given the 

opportunity to refine and improve their papers. It also presents opportunities to identify 

gaps in the themes not addressed at the workshops. All improved papers presented at the 

first workshop will then, in a second round/at the second workshop, be represented and 

additional themes not addressed in the first round will be addressed. The ultimate aim, 

which will form the focus of the final workshop, is to produce a coherent collection of essays 

representing quality research on theology and development. This will be the work of African 

scholars from a variety of contexts and it will be published with a view to represent the 

current state and challenges of theology and community development on the African 

continent and which may serve as a textbook for students and a teaching resource for 

scholars in the Network/s and beyond. 

With the above in mind members of NetACT Africa’s networks are invited to identify 

established scholars in the fields of theology and development or related fields or aspiring 

scholars in the field or related fields to submit abstracts for papers to be presented at the 

2016 workshop to be held at SPU Kenya from 3 to 8 July 2016. does not mean that scholars 

from other disciplines (e.g. Biblical science, Missiology, Pastoral Theology, Ethics, etc.) may 

not contribute, but contribution must link these disciplines with the theme of theology and 

community development (e.g. in Bibilical texts relevant to community development or 

ethics of responsibility and its relevance for community development, etc.). In the past 

months, the organizers have circulated a questionnaire to all NetACT member institutions 

for their input on possible themes related to theology and community development in light 

of the responses received the following sub-themes for possible papers have been 

identified: 

 

1. Community Development, theology and biblical science: 

Theological foundations of community development (e.g. Kingdom of God/Missio 

Dei/Holistic mission/ body-soul dualism/relationship mission and development/Christian 

anthropology and development/community development as stewardship/biblical 

hermeneutics for community development). 

2. Community development and the church/Faith-based organisations (FBOs): 

Role/s of the congregation/FBO in community development. 

Community development and church growth. 

                                                                                                                                                                                             
oneself with some of the research support and other opportunities available to theological training 
institutions on the continent. 
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The relationship between church/FBO and government. 

3. Community development and theological education: 

The integration of theology and development in other theological disciplines. 

Community development curricula and the teaching of community development in Africa. 

Community development and literacy/education. 

4. Community development and social issues: 

Community development and/as social transformation.  

Cultural challenges to development.  

Community development in urban settings or rural settlements. 

Community development and gender. 

Community development and the challenge of ethnic differences. 

Community development and disability.  

Community development and the youth. 

Community development and health. 

5. Community development and economy. 

Corruption as challenge to community development. 

Community development and the ecology/food security/farming. 

Globalization and community development. 

Community development and poverty/dependency syndrome/ownership of land. 

Community development and entrepreneurship/micro-enterprise  

Funding of community development. 

6. Community development and political issues  

Community development and violence/fundamentalism/terrorism 

Community development as a way toward reconciliation/peace-building/addressing trauma 

or internally displaced persons.  

Community development and advocacy/justice. 

Community development and leadership. 

 

As the above does not necessarily represent a complete list of themes, papers on themes 

not listed above but related to the overall theme of the workshop will also be considered. 



4 
 

While some themes will and need to be of a more theoretical nature, there is also room for 

case studies of community development challenges and practices and such studies are also 

welcomed. Please also remember that, although we hope to include as many as possible 

papers for the first workshop, since some of the themes will in all probability solicit more 

than one paper and others not, the organizers may invite specific persons to contribute on 

underrepresented themes or may suggest collaboration of some scholars on some of the 

themes once all abstracts are in or at the workshop itself. As the workshops and the 

preparation of papers are also a learning and empowering exercise, the organizers will do 

their best to supply some foundational resources (mostly in the form of published journal 

articles) to assist participants in their research once the presenters of papers have been 

identified.  

Abstracts should be 200-300 words long and should include a working title. The deadline for 

submission of abstracts is 1 December 2015. The decision of the organizers will be 

communicated in January 2016 which leaves 6 months for the preparation of papers for 

presentation at the workshop. 

Looking forward to hearing from you and to receiving the abstracts! 

 

NetACT Africa office, Stellenbosch, South Africa 


